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talents God has intrusted to you, and which He holds you
responsible to improve to the uttermost. Your duty to God,
to His Church, to me, to yourself, demands as much. If you
really see no prospect of studying, then, I think, in the highest
interest of the future, you ought not to stay.

I have been revolving in my mind all day which will be your
wisest plan under present circumstances, and it appears to me
as you are to preach nearly every evening, and at places so wide
apart, it will be better to do as the friends advise, and stop all
night where you preach. Do not attempt to walk long distances
after the meetings. With a little management and a good deal
of determination, I think you might accomplish even more that
way as to study than by going home each night. Do not be
over-anxious about the future. Spalding will not be your find
destination j if you make the best of your ability.

Catherine Mumford's Reminiscences1 tell the rest of the
story:

Life now to me assumed altogether another aspect. I have
already intimated the very high estimate I had formed of the
importance of the position to which I now seemed fairly des-
tined* The idea of the possibility of becoming a wife and a
mother filled my life with new responsibilities, but the thought
of becoming a Minister's wife made the whole appear increas-
ingly serious. I assumed in imagination all these responsibil-
ities right away, even as though they had already come, and at
once set myself, with all my might, to prepare to meet them.
I added to the number of my studies, enlarged the scope of my
reading, wrote notes and made comments on all the sermons
and lectures that appeared at all worthy of the trouble, started
to learn shorthand in order that I might more readily and fully
correspond with W., and in other ways stirred up the gift that
was in me to fit myself the better to serve God and my gen-
eration.

I think this would have been one of the happiest periods
of my life but for the gloomy view W. was apt to take of our
circumstances. In looking back on this time, I often think of
the saying that I have heard W. quote in these later times, that
three-fourths of the troubles that cause us the greatest suffering
never happen. Or, in other words, had we more perfectly
learnt the divine lesson, " Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof/' the realisation of this truth might have modified
many of the gloomy forebodings which marred the beginning
of our acquaintance.

I was very delicate; in fact, little better than a confirmed

1 Some autobiographical notes of a more or less fragmentary nature
which were never published.